
 

 

Parents, 
 
Students are required to read the TWO, bold-faced books for their grade level, 
completing the assignments for each of the required books, as well as ONE additional 
choice.  Students need to be prepared to discuss, write, and/or test on all THREE 
books.  Please add the name of the additional book to the required assignments.  Note 
that there are different assignments for 6th Grade. 
 
Reading is important because it develops the mind.  The mind is a muscle, needing 
stimulation just as the other muscles in our bodies.  The benefits of reading include:   
 

 Mental Stimulation 

 Stress Reduction 

 Knowledge 

 Vocabulary Expansion 

 Memory Improvement 

 Stronger Analytical Thinking Skills 

 Improved Focus and Concentration 

 Better Writing Skills 

 Tranquility 

 Free Entertainment! 

 
Keep them reading over the summer!:) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Summer Reading Lists 2021 
 
Rising Grade 6 
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Nine, Ten:  A September 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Framed by James Ponti 
Front Desk by Kelly Yang 
Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga 
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick 
A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen 
Halfway Normal by Barbara Dee  
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty 
 
Rising Grade 7 
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly – Young Readers Edition  
A Wish in the Dark by Christina Soontornvat 
Ground Zero by Alan Gratz 

Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood 
Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson 
 
Rising Grade 8 
All Thirteen by Christina Soontornvat 
Clay Lion by Amalie Jahn 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
Allies by Alan Gratz 
The Pearl by John Steinbeck 
Letters from Rifka by Karen Hesse 
Deep Water by Watt Key 
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 
The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

7th-8th Grade Summer Reading Records 
 
Nonfiction & Fiction Directions: 
 
FICTION: 
 
Complete each of the following prompts, providing as much detail as possible.  Be 
prepared to discuss and write about each of your required texts. 
 

1. Who was the main character?  Was there a hero or villain?  Discuss all. 

2. Describe the setting—in detail, explaining why it is important to the story.  

3. What was the main problem or conflict in the story?  Explain the conflict and 

which characters it involved. 

4. List FIVE main events that took place in order to solve the problem/conflict in the 

text. 

5. How did the story conclude?   

6. What life lessons or themes could a reader learn from the text? 

7. Explain the mood (reader’s reaction or feeling) this book created in you.  Use 

examples from the text that helped to create this atmosphere. 

8. Rate the difficulty of this book for both the way it was written and the content 

(what the book was about). 

9. Why did you think this book was chosen as a summer reading book?  Would you 

recommend this book? 

NONFICTION: 

1. Explain in detail what your nonfiction text was about. 

2. Why is this subject, place, person, thing, or idea interesting? 

3. Where did the information you learned take place?  Did you learn about 

something from the past, present, or future?  Explain in detail. 



 

 

4. List at least FIVE facts you learned from this text. 

5. List at least FIVE questions you had or connections you made through reading 

this text. 

6. What part of the text was the most exciting, interesting, or enjoyable to you, and 

why?  Be detailed and specific. 

7. Would you recommend this book?  Why? 

8. What is the significance of this book?  Why did the author think writing it was of 

importance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

6th Grade Summer Reading Project 
Literary Elements Flip Book & Character Map Graphic Organizer 

Flip Book Directions: 

1. Line up sheets of construction paper and stagger them at 1” intervals in a vertical 

row. 

2. Fold each sheet away from, making sure each fold leaves 1” of paper above it. 

3. Open the book to the center fold and staple.  You now have a flip book! 

4. Turn the flip book towards you.  The top should include the title and author of the 

piece you read. 

5. On the second flap, write the word “Character.”  Above it, describe—in detail—a 

character from the story. 

6. On the third flap, write the word “Setting.”  On this flap, describe the setting—in 

detail—from the story. 

7. The fourth flap will have the word “Conflict.”  Tell about a conflict in the story, but 

don’t give away the ending. 

8. The fifth flap will be labeled “Plot.”  Describe three important events that occur in 

the book. 

9. The final flap will be titled “Critique.”  Give your opinion of the story, including 

reasons why you like or dislike the story, using specific details from the story.  

Beside the word “Critique” on the flap, rate the book using stars.  Five stars 

means you loved the book; one star means you did not like the book. 

10. Write your name on the back of the flip book. 

Example:  Anne Frank 



 

 

Character Map Graphic Organizer Instructions: 

1. Identify TWO adjectives that describe what the character of the novel is like AND 

text-based details to support the claims (examples from the book). 

2. Keep notes about important information, including events, characters, setting, 

and so on. 

3. Below is a list of adjective examples to use when completing the graphic 

organizer. 

Adventurous Compassionate Nervous 

Affectionate Courageous Optimistic 

Ambitious Curious Persevering 

Angry Dependable Responsible 

Anxious Enthusiastic Secretive 

Bossy Generous Talented 

Brilliant Honest Thoughtful 

Cautious Independent Timid 

Clever Lonely Trustworthy 

 

4. Place the main character’s name (protagonist) in the oval.  Write your two 

adjectives that describe his/her personality in the diamonds.  Give SPECIFIC 

EXAMPLES of how he/she shows that personality trait in the rectangles (use 

quotes and page numbers to show where you found your examples).  Write in 

complete sentences! 

 



 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

Book Title:__________________________________________________________ 

Author:_____________________________________________________________ 

 


