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          March 3, 2020 

Dear St. Anthony Family, 

I hope this first full week of Lent is off to a good start.  This is the first year that we’ve added a 
spring date for parent-teacher conferences.  I pray it yields effective discussions between you 
and the faculty.  This was put on the calendar as a fruit of dialogues had last year, so please 
share your feedback.  It is valuable to me.  

As I continue the following message regarding the plans we have and the steps taken to 
continue to keep our school a healthy and safe one, I invite you all to place your fears in Our 
Lady’s strong yet gentle hands and join us in praying for those who are ill.  

The Diocese of Arlington has outlined guidelines for us which I am sharing with the faculty and 
share with you now.  In addition, as I have mentioned previously due to the high incidences of 
strep throat and influenza, we have been in contact with our Red Coats, Inc., our janitorial 
contractors and will list the steps they have made to ensure our continued healthy 
environments.  

Faculty members are doing the following: 

o Communicating to students the appropriate strategies for reducing the spread of a virus (for 
example, covering sneeze or cough, hand washing, and reporting to the nurse/parents of 
flu related symptoms). 

o Maintaining in the classroom an adequate supply of materials (tissues, anti-bacterial wipes 
or hand sanitizer) to prevent the spread of a virus. 

o Communicating to parents of students who are absent regarding classwork and homework 
assignments.  

Our Cleaning Crew has done the following: 

o Red Coats has already implemented an increase in the number of times they wipe down 
"touch points" in our school building with disinfectant. This program assists in lowering the 
spread of cold and flu germs, especially during this time of the year.   

o Red Coats has contacted its cleaning product suppliers and have reported that there will be 
no supply disruptions.  In the event this changes, Red Coats has alternative suppliers 
available. 

o Red Coats is also offering their clients a special cleaning service utilizing the Clorox Total 
360 machine.  We are working out the details of when we can soon utilize this tool.    
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What we are asking of Parents/Guardians: 

o Practice and educate your children on appropriate strategies to prevent or reduce the 
spread of a virus. 

o Ensure that your most recent contact information (home phone, cell phone, and email 
addresses) are on file with the school in the event of the school emergency system must 
being activated. 

o Monitor news programs and governmental agencies’ websites for updated information on 
any health crisis. 

In addition to the above safety precautions, we are also in consultation with our HVAC 
representatives to see if there is anything we can do in terms of our air filters. 

We are blessed to have the guidance and leadership of our Superintendent, Dr. Vorbach, PhD, 
MEd and Amber Dise, MSN, RN, CRRN, our Diocesan School Health Coordinator.  Here is 
some useful information from Amber Dise, specifically on Coronavirus.  We will remain focused 
on the purpose of educating our students in a healthy and safe learning environment and will 
communicate any updates to you with regards to our plans and how we are achieving 
this.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  

Peace and blessings, 

Ms. Buçaj 

 


